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Good Morning Everyone, 

 

For those of you who may not recognize me, my name is Emily Summach, and as of 

May 1st, I became the Pastor of Langham Mennonite Fellowship. When I’m not at the 

church, you can find me and my Husband, Taylor, outside our house on 1st Street, 

watching our 4 year old daughter Junia ride her bike up and down the sidewalk and our 

2 year old son, Ezra, splash in the puddle at the end of our driveway. We moved to 

Langham less than a month ago, and we’re loving it here. This is our first Langham 

Days, which has been so charming! I’m deeply honored to have been invited to share 

with you here this morning. 

 

Our theme this morning is The Body of Christ. Thank you to our readers this morning for 

sharing those verses about this topic.  

 

This idea of being the Body of Christ feels especially timely to me because of the 

increasing rise of polarization, and hostility towards differences that is growing across 

Canada. It feels that the divisions are widening every day-rural vs.city, conservative vs. 

liberal, settlers vs. indigenious peoples. In January 2019, McLeans Magazine had this to 

say about polarization, specifially in the Canadian political rhelm, “It’s partly rooted in 

growing tribal divides. As one compelling thesis states, a “thickening” is occurring 

around political views. Writing in the Wall Street Journal, Republican Sen. Ben Sasse 

says: “All of the traditional tribes that have sustained humans for millennia are 

simultaneously in collapse. Family, enduring friendship, meaningful shared work, local 

communities of worship—all have grown ever thinner. We are creating thicker, more 



vehement tribes around our political differences, I believe, because there is a growing 

vacuum at the heart of our shared (or increasingly, not so shared) everyday lives.”  

 

The places in our world where we once encountered and lived among people who were 

“not like us” are swiftly falling away. As our culture has changed, it becomes easier and 

easier to never know our neighbours. To choose to be part of niche groups, to find 

companionship only with those who are like minded. Don’t agree with your Uncle’s 

political stance? You can block them on Facebook. Can’t find people who like the same 

activities you do? The city is just a short drive away. Lacking in community or 

connection? No problem. There are plenty of social media groups where you can meet 

people just like you. And churches are certainly not immune to this problem as 

well-don’t agree with your churches decisions? You can find another congregation that 

thinks the way you do. 

 

Am I saying that it’s wrong to be friends with people have similar interests or are similar 

life stages? Of course not. Most of our closest friends are also parents of young 

children. Am I saying it’s wrong to be comfortable in your church? Of course not. What I 

am trying to say is that I think we’re losing the opportunity to encounter diversity, to 

know our neighbours, to celebrate intergenerational relationships, to live life together in 

the midst of disagreement and to find common ground. 

 

What I’m most interested in exploring this morning is, How can we, as people of faith, as 

the Body of Christ, combat polarization and division in lives and in our communities? 

How can the good news of Jesus draw us together towards more diverse and authentic 

community in our churches and in here in Langham? 

 

First, we must recognize that Jesus is our center, our home, and our foundation. As we 

heard already this morning from Ephesians 2. “Now all of us can come to the Father 

through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us. So now you 



Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s 

holy people. You are members of God’s family.  Together, we are his house, built on the 

foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus 

himself.  We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord.  

Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where God lives by 

his Spirit.” 

 

I love that phrase, “And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.” No one church, no one 

denomiation, no one faith tradition, owns Christianity, it belongs to Jesus. We are his 

people because of His life, death, and resurrection. In the world of pastoring, which is 

very new world for me, personally, we often talk about “boundary focused” versus, 

“center focused” ideas of church. Boundary focused church is concerned about the 

edges, the lines, about who is in and who is out. Center focus church is concerned with 

where do we come together, how are we unified, what is “home?” I think the fact that 

there are so many people here this morning, representing many different churches and 

faith traditions, speaks good things about the community of Langham and our desire to 

come together inside the House of Jesus. If we can spend our time and energy focusing 

on Jesus, making him the centre of our lives, then our natural human tendencies 

towards creating divisions will begin to fall away.  

 

Secondly, because Jesus is our cornerstone, we can freely 

 celebrate diversity in our churches and in our communities. Listen to these words from 

1 Corinthians again, “The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up 

one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ.  Some of us are Jews, some are 

Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one 

body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit 

 Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part.  If the foot says, “I am not a 

part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the 

body.  And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would 



that make it any less a part of the body?  If the whole body were an eye, how would you 

hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything?” 

If Jesus is our center, does that mean that we need to all worship in the same way? 

Certainly not! As the Body of Christ, we are rich in difference-difference in worship 

styles, differences in liturgy, difference in music, but these differences are to be 

celebrated. Each congregation represented here, each church in Langham has a unique 

role to play in offering the love of God and the gift of community the people who make 

up our town.  

It can be easy to feel some degree of envy of what other churches have, or to think of 

our differences as being a negative thing. What I love about the 1st Corinthians 

passage is that it makes plain that each part of the body serves a purpose, a unique 

purpose, “But that we have all been baptized into ONE body by ONE spirit and we all 

share the SAME spirit” We are made one Body of Christ not by our similarities, but by 

the power of our of One good God. 

This good news about unity and diversity feels very hopeful to me, and I hope it does for 

you too, but we also cannot be naive about conflicts, disagreements, and the challenges 

that come with living life in Christ together. 

 

Think of Jesus’ disciples-we often hold them up as the ultimate example of what it 

means to be a Christ follower, but the truth is, they fought often! In Luke 22, we read 

about a dispute between the disciples about who was in the greatest. In Mark 10, 

James and John ask Jesus if they can sit at his right and left in the kingdom of heaven. 

They make this request sneakily, and when the other disciples find out, they are none 

too pleased. In both of those instances, Jesus calls them back to what is really 

important-Loving God and loving our neighbours, 

 

 The 12 disciples were rich in difference- different occupations, different upbringings, 

different ways of understanding faith, but they were united in their love for Jesus and 



their desire to follow him. We shouldn't fall prey to the notion that we are any different or 

any better than the disciples. We here in this room, and in houses of worship throughout 

this region, are rich in difference, but we are united, as the Body of Christ in our love for 

Jesus and our desire to follow him. 

 

Finally, as we make Jesus our Foundation and our Home, and we seek to celebrate our 

diversity in Christ, how can impact this community and fight the rise of polarization? We 

can do this good, hard work by exemplifying the vast, wide and unchanging love of 

Jesus which calls us together. 

 

In Ephesians 3:14-21 the apostle Paul says it so beautifully, “ When I think of all this, I 

fall to my knees and pray to the Father, the Creator of everything in heaven and on 

earth.  I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner 

strength through his Spirit.  Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in 

him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you have 

the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, 

and how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to 

understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power 

that comes from God. Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at 

work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory to him in 

the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! Amen.” 

 

We can as, as the Body of Christ, as the representation of Jesus, work again 

polarization through the radical, lavish Love of Jesus. That may sound, almost too 

simple. Love? Love. This is the story of our Faith, God so loved people, fallen and 

broken, that He broke the barrier of heaven and earth with Love, in Human Form, Jesus 

Christ so that we could restored to relationship with God and each other. 

“This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a 

sacrifice to take away our sins.”, as it says in 1st John 4:10. 



 

How can we live out this love in all it’s wideness? By following the example of Jesus.He 

ate meals with strangers, he spoke love to those who felt forgotten, he healed the sick, 

and he fed the hungry. 

 

Theologian Robert Wilken writes, “Love is the most authentic mark of the Christian life, 

and love among humans, or within God, requires community with others and a sharing 

of the deepest kind.   

 

We can reach across boundaries at our kitchen tables, at our kids soccer games, in the 

dining room of the Langham Care Home, in the foyer of our churches and in the foyer of 

other people’s churches. We can show love through the tangible gifts of shoveling 

snow, of sharing meals, of keeping an eye on the kids in our neighbourhoods, and of 

disagreeing with one another while still being friends. Even today, after our service, 

there is a chance to share a meal together-to sit with someone new, to reach across the 

table and experience giving and receiving the generous love of Jesus 

 

The love of God frees us to let go of the need to be right, the need to create boundaries, 

the need to live in like-minded enclaves, and instead invites us to live lives of love 

rooted in the truth in Jesus calls us all to be the Body of Christ. 

 

Please join me in prayer. 

 

 


