
Good Morning Friends, 

 

Last Sunday evening, I took a look at the passages from the Lectionary for this week, 

one of which Carrol just read for us. The headline above the passages read, “Trinity 

Sunday”  Trinity Sunday? I had never heard of this occasion in the Christian Tradition. 

My next thought was, “Oh Dear. The Trinity! I don’t know hardly anything about the 

Trinity! It’s big! Abstract! Out of my scope! Whatever I will I say about it?”  

 

One article that I read this week had this to say on the matter of Trinity Sunday, 

“Pastors out in the parish can hope that Trinity Sunday will fall on either Father’s Day or 

Flag Day, or that they can find some way to finesse the topic as long as no one ever 

asks them to explain it.” As luck would have it, today is Father’s Day. But seeing as how 

my Mother’s Day sermon was about death and the dark valley, you’ll be hearing a 

Father’s Day sermon on the Trinity.  

 

There’s an old saying that I’m sure most of us our familiar with, “It takes a village to 

raise a child.” Meaning, you need many people, not just parents, to love and nurture a 

child to adulthood. I would extend that concept to many things. “It takes a village to grow 

a marriage” “It takes a village to move houses” as I was reminded of just a couple of 

weeks ago. And also, “It takes a village to write a sermon.” I certainly felt that this week.  

 

I expressed to Taylor my concerns, “It’s Trinity Sunday. I don’t know what to say, “Why 

is the Trinity important?” Taylor’s eyes lit up. What a great topic! He riffled through the 

bookshelf and pulled out this book, “Narratives of a Vulnerable God”, by William C. 

Placher. “Read this,” He said. “I don’t have time,” “You do.” “I don’t” “You do. I’ll go 

through and mark the especially relevant section.” “Okaaaay.” And I’m so glad he did. 

Special thanks this morning go to Taylor and William Placher, my village this week. 

 



Why does the Trinity matter? What implications, if any, does it hold for our daily lives? 

Does this way of understanding our God really make a practical difference in our 

commute to work, our conversations with friends, and our relationships in church? 

Thanks to William Placher, I believe the answer is yes. So let’s dig in. 

 

First off, I think it would be unfair to talk about the Trinity without acknowledging it’s 

difficult nature. 

 

The Trinity is the Christian theological concept that God exists in three distinct and 

co-equal “persons”-Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Mathematically speaking, 1+1+1=1. Our 

own Mennnonite Confession of Faith says, “We worship one holy and loving God who is 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit eternally.” 

 

 It’s also a difficult topic because the Bible doesn't explicitly speak about the Trinity. It’s 

a concept that is inferred in Scripture that was discerned by the work of the Holy Spirit 

as a way for Christians to explain how they saw and experienced God in Scripture. In 

the passage that Carrol read this morning, we see glimpses, inferences to the three 

persons of God. "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 

now.When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 

speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 

things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 

declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take 

what is mine and declare it to you.” 

 

There is the “I” who is speaking, Jesus. There is talk of the Spirit who will come and 

speak not for himself, but for God. And Jesus speaks of the Father and the intimate 

connection. “All that the Father has is mine.” 

 



Placher writes, “Christians did not start talking about the Trinity because of some 

fondness for the number three. They did so because they found they had to, in order to 

say what they needed to say about the particular God they had come to know in three 

particular ways.” 

 

The origins of the first ideas about the Trinity date back to 325 AD at the Council of 

Nicea. It’s worth noting that the “loser” in the debate about the Trinity at the Council, 

Arius, as well as the two members who voted for his position were banished to Illaryia. 

This was, and can still be, a divisive idea. 

 

Placher, again, “In the average congregation, or even ministerial gathering, or even 

seminary classroom, does not the Trinity often still come as bad news rather than good? 

Just when a Christian or a new theological student was dealing with struggles to believe 

in God, it emerges that Christians have to believe not only that God exists but that God 

is, in some complicated way, both one and three. Dorothy L. Sayers wrote a generation 

ago that, to the average church goer, the mystery of the Trinity means, “The Father is 

incomprehensible, the Son is incomprehensible, and the whole thing is 

incomprehensible. Something put in by Theologians to make it more difficult-nothing to 

do with daily life or ethics.” 

 

Believing in God is hard enough, to add this 3 in 1 idea can feel impossible. It is very 

challenging, for many of us, myself included, to embrace the mysteriousness of the 

Trinity. Being willing to embrace the divine mystery is something that people are faith 

are starting to reclaim, after years of enlightenment influence.It doesn’t make empirical 

sense, it doesn’t add up mathematically, but it helps us to more fully see this God who is 

big, mysterious, and chooses to reveal himself to us.  

 

Acknowledging the difficult business that the Trinity is, and resting in that tension, why 

does the Trinity matter?  



 

The Trinity matters because it reveals to us the relational nature of God. Placher again, 

says, “If we Christians understand the Doctrine of the Trinity aright, we will realize that it 

implies that God is not about power and self-sufficiency and the assertion of authority 

but about mutuality and equality and love.” 

 

What a beautiful idea. This holy God, creator of the universe, is, in his very nature, 

about a relationship. Let’s pause here for a moment and think about the hallmarks of 

relationship? Any ideas? I would suggest Vulnerability. Mutuality. Equality. Respect. 

Community. Love. 

 

Theologian, Robert Wilkin, writes, “The doctrine of the Trinity reaches to the deepest 

recesses of the soul and helps us know the majesty of God’s presence and the mystery 

of his love. Love is the most authentic mark of the Christian life, and love among 

humans, or within God, requires community with others and sharing the deepest kind.” 

The doctrine of the Trinity is the account of that community and sharing in the life of 

God. 

 

Our God is a God of love and that is expressed through relationship. The Trinity is 

another way of expressing the big story of the Bible-God so loved people, fallen and 

broken, that He broke the barrier of heaven and earth with Love, in Human Form, Jesus 

Christ so that we could restored to relationship with God and each other. 

 

A friend of mine, Ed, is a seminary professor. At the start of one particular course, he 

draws two columns on the markerboard. At the top of one column he writes, “God the 

Father” and the other “Jesus”. He asks the students to name attributes they feel fit in 

either column. God the Father is often described as Creator. Holy. Distant. Judge. And 

Jesus is often described as Kind. Healer. Relational. Loving. After the exercise is 

finished, Ed erases the line that separates the two columns. Jesus is God revealed. The 



doctrine of the Trinity underscores this point. 

 

Placher, again, “...If you want to know who God is, attend to these stories about Jesus 

Christ. What do we learn from these stories? We learn that Jesus Christ is one 

 

Who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 

something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself, and became 

obedient to the point of death-even death on a cross. Philippians 2:6-8 

 

This is what God is like, not as a mere message from God, information passed on, but 

as God’s own self come among us as a revelation of who God is.” 

 

Recognizing that the Trinity invites us to more fully understand the God that we 

encounter, and that the Trinity reveals to us the relational nature of God, how then does 

this understanding change how we live out our daily lives? There are certainly many 

answers to this question, but I would like to focus on what I feel are the most 

compelling. 

 

The first being that a relational understanding of the God in the Trinity changes how we 

view ourselves.  

 

I had lunch a few months ago with an elderly woman from our church in Warman. She 

talked about her experiences of growing up in a very conservative Mennonite Colony in 

Mexico. She said that for all 21 years she lived there and attended church, she never 

once heard a sermon about a loving God. God was judge and she was worthy of 

judgement. There was no pleasing this God, no possibility of relationship. She 

wondered aloud to me if that is why so many people in her colony struggled with 

alcoholism; if you were damned right from the start, so to speak, what was the point in 



trying?  

 

I share this story not to say that we here at LMF are so much further along with God that 

our sisters and brothers in conservative colonies. I have no doubt of the beautiful, 

faithful lives lived in those areas, and to say that we have God figured out is, truthfully, 

pride. I share this story because I believe that how we think God sees us changes how 

we see ourselves.  

 

In college, I took quite a few sociology courses. I’m a people person, so it isn’t too 

surprising that fell in love with a discipline that studies people and their interactions. One 

of the guiding ideas in sociology that I so often return to is called the Thomas Theorem: 

“That which is perceived as real is real in its consequences”. That’s a rather academic 

way of saying, if you believe that something is true, whether or not it is, you will act out 

of your belief. If you believe that nothing you do will ever please God, you will live that 

out.  

 

On the flip side, if we see our God as good, loving, and longing to be in relationship with 

us, we will live that out. We will be more attuned to the love of God in our lives and in 

the lives of those around us. We will imagine God seeking us out, wanting us, desiring 

relationship with us. Our God is not distant from us, as some concepts suggest. Placher 

writes, “When we cry Abba, Father is it that very spirit bearing witness with our spirit that 

we are children of God, and if Children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ” as it says in Romans 8:15-17, he goes on, “The Middle Eastern patriarch walks 

through the village in his long robe at a stately pace; Jesus’ Abba, indifferent to dignity, 

runs to greet every returning prodigal.” 

 

Recognizing then that we serve a God who is relational in his very being, who runs to 

greet every returning prodigal, what does that mean for our relationship with our 



neighbours? How does this change the way we interact with people in our families, our 

church and the broader community? 

 

First, I think it frees us to pursue relationships with other people for the sake of 

relationship. We need no other agenda, no other “excuse” if you will. It’s human nature, 

part of our sinner shadow side, to often view people through the lens of “What’s in this 

for me?”. Sometimes it takes the form of “strategic friendship”-connect myself with this 

person will get me closer to this job, this status, this group that I want to be a part of. In 

it’s most terrible forms, it can look like African Slavery in the United States, or 

Colonization of Indigenous people and lands here in Canada. This can happen within 

the church too. We need to befriend more people, invite more people to church to show 

that we’re a “growing, vibrant church.” We need more conversion experiences to show 

that we take evangelism seriously.  

 

Please don’t hear me saying that I think inviting people to church and people turning 

their lives to Jesus is bad; those are amazing, wonderful things. What I am trying to say 

is that we, perhaps especially myself as a Pastor, should inspect our motives and allow 

ourselves to embrace the gift of relationship for its own sake.  

 

Secondly, a relational understanding of God asks us to emulate the character traits of 

the Trinity in relationships in our own lives. Elizabeth Johnson, in her beautiful (and 

massive...I’ve managed to slog through about 10 pages) theology book, “She Who Is”, 

writes this on the Trinity, “The symbol of the Trinity indicates that the particular kind of 

relatedness than which nothing greater can be conceived is not one of hiearchy, 

involving domination/subordination, but rather one of the genuine mutualities in which 

there is radical equality, while distinctions are respected...At the heart of holy mystery is 

not monarchy, but community; not an absolute ruler, but a three fold koinonia” Our God 

invites us into a life of community and mutuality with our sisters and brothers. How can 

we live out that call? 



 

 

Finally, and what feels most exciting to me, is that a relational understanding of God 

and the Trinity frees us to love. 

 

To repeat Theologian Robert Wilken again, “Love is the most authentic mark of the 

Christian life, and love among humans, or within God, requires community with others 

and a sharing of the deepest kind. The doctrine of the Trinity is the account of that 

community and sharing in the life of God.” 

 

Second Corinthians 5:18-21 says, “And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us 

back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to 

him. For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s 

sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are 

Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when 

we plead, “Come back to God!” For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the 

offering for our sin,[a] so that we could be made right with God through Christ.”  

 

Jesus, God in Human Form, has done the reconciling work for us all. And know we’re 

free to offer the lavish call of love. Come back, one and all, to the God who loves you 

fully and longs to be in relationship with you, even as He exists in relationship.  

 

Amen.  

 

Let’s Pray. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A18-21&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28859a

