
Good Morning Friends, 

 

I’m sure most of us, from time to time, can fall into a pattern of procrastination. It’s not that I 

don’t want to do this thing that I need to do, but other things seem more important. I forget to 

print off the form that I needed. I got distracted by something else. “I need to pay that bill!”, but 

then it just doesn’t happen. Of course, my credit card company probably won’t be too pleased 

with me if I say, “I said I would pay it, but then...I just didn’t.” My intention to do something, no 

matter how good my intention may be, is not enough. Action is required. 

 

 Most of us are probably familiar with the story of the Good Samaritan which Doyle read for us 

this morning. It is a story filled with action, with doing, if you will. And it is in the actions of this 

story, in the movements of people and places that we get a fuller glimpse of the heart of God, 

his law of love, and that our obedience to the law of love requires action. 

 

At the start of our passage this morning, we observe this conversation between Jesus and a 

young student of the law, “Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what 

must I do to inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written in the law? What do you read 

there?"  He answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself."  

 

It’s interesting that the jumping off point for the conversation between Jesus and the lawyer is 

about what is written in the law. It’s a question of words, ideas, and boundaries. The young 

lawyer is asking, “What does God, the ultimate judge, have to say about inheriting eternal life?”  

 

 My older brother, Scott, is a narcotics police officer in Minnesota. Part of his licensing exam 

was to, essentially, memorizing the criminal code for the state of Minnesota. It’s an exhaustive 

book of rules, statutes, words and phrases that dictate what is okay and not okay; and then to 

what degree something is not okay. And he spends a lot of time in the courthouse now, 

testifying in cases of what happened, which laws were broken and about the nuances of 

language. 

 

When I imagine the Judges that brother works with, I picture someone-impartial, unmoving, 

stoic, and no-nonsense. Someone who sits above the court proceedings pronouncing on what is 



done. It’s easy to imagine God in this way when the Bible refers to him as Judge, but as I read 

through our lectionary scriptures for this week, I was happily surprised to find a different 

description of God’s justice. 

 

Psalm 82 offers us this picture, “God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the 

gods he holds judgment:  "How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? 

Selah. Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute. 

Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

" They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk around in darkness; all the 

foundations of the earth are shaken. I say, "You are gods, children of the Most High, all of you; 

nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince." Rise up, O God, judge the 

earth; for all the nations belong to you!“ 

 

Here we see God not as one who places judgement, but as one who DOES justice. Give. 

Maintain. Rescue. Deliver. Rise up. These are the words that are used to describe how God 

serves as Judge- actively and demonstrating partiality for the weakest and most vulnerable 

among us.  

 

Why am I spending so much time talking about God as judge in a sermon about the Good 

Samaritan? Because I think the more we can reframe our understanding of God as one who 

“does justice” rather than one who is constantly “judging us” the more fully we can imagine 

ourselves carrying out that work of justice. Not a justice that is removed, that is about meting out 

consequences and drawing hard lines, but as sees the most vulnerable and then acts in love. 

Micah 6:8 puts it beautifully and succinctly, “What does the Lord require of you, oh mankind, but 

to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

 

Secondly, if we follow a God who DOES justice, then we must obey God’s command to DO 

justly. And what is the command? Let’s return to the passage in Luke, “Just then a lawyer stood 

up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, 

"What is written in the law? What do you read there?" He answered, "You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your 

mind; and your neighbor as yourself."  And he said to him, "You have given the right answer; do 

this, and you will live."But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 



 

I’ve been the Pastor here at LMF officially, for a little over two months. I’ve written and preached 

8 sermons. I have been surprised to discover how very often this command about loving God 

and loving others comes up, either directly in the scripture or indirectly through some story, idea, 

or even an experience I have in any given week. I cannot help but wonder if the Holy Spirit is 

trying to get through to me about something. There are a lot of things about being a pastor, and, 

indeed, about being the church that can feel mysterious or difficult-how do we address conflict? 

How can we best serve our community? Where are we headed in the future? How do we 

honour our past? But one thing that is feeling less and less mysterious to me is the core, the 

centre, the home of what God calls us to-loving Him and loving our neighbours. This is not 

hidden from us; it is revealed fully in Scripture and in the character of Jesus. 

 

Let’s take a brief detour away from our story to talk about the importance of loving God in “word 

and deed’, in thought and action. Back in October, I attended the MCSask Equipping Day 

sessions. In a plenary session, our speaker Rachel Miller Jacobs, a professor from AMBS talked 

about the distinction between Orthodoxy and Orthopraxy. Orthodoxy means right thinking and 

right belief. The belief that Jesus is the Son of God would be an example of Christian 

Orthodoxy. Orthopraxy mean right practice, right action, or, if you will, doing rightly. Giving 

money to charities or assisting on an ADS project would be examples of Orthopraxy. Miller 

noted that, generally speaking, Mennonites are very good at Orthopraxy, right action, and 

there’s some room for improvement with Orthodoxy.  

 

As people of faith, we need to try to find a robust balance between right thinking and right 

action. Putting too much weight on either side tends to throw our churches, and our own 

personal faiths, off-kilter. Elevating Orthodoxy over Orthopraxy keeps us isolated, we never get 

our hands dirty. As long as we’re thinking the right thoughts and saying the right words, we’ve 

arrived spiritually. Elevating Orthopraxy over Orthodoxy risks turning us into do-gooders, social 

justice warriors with no anchor to the transforming power of Jesus Christ.  

 

One of the key ideas in the Good Samaritan narrative is that the Samaritan man acts, and Jesus 

says that this is what is means to love your neighbour. Scripture emphasizes the importance of 

faith AND good deeds as fruits of the Christian life.  

 



 James 2:14-26 tells us, “What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 

don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone?  Suppose you see a brother 

or sister who has no food or clothing, and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm 

and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does that 

do? So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and 

useless. Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I 

say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by 

my good deeds.”  You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! 

Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. How foolish! Can’t you see that faith 

without good deeds is useless? 

 

 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with God by his actions 

when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?  You see, his faith and his actions worked together. 

His actions made his faith complete.  And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham 

believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” He was even called the 

friend of God. So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone. 

Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right with God by her actions 

when she hid those messengers and sent them safely away by a different road.  Just as the 

body is dead without breath, so also faith is dead without good works.” 

Thirdly, knowing that our God is one who acts justly, who does justice, and that we are called to 

do the same in both word and deed, what does the parable of the Good Samaritan teach us 

about what it looks like practically to do justly? 

 

Pastor David Lose, says that the Samaritan offered a three-fold response. Upon discovering the 

man, beaten and left for dead, he saw, he drew near, and he had compassion. This 

interpretation of the man’s actions is helpful for creating a framework for responding in love to 

our neighbours.  

 

We need to ‘see’ our neighbours. This sounds like a relatively simple thing to do, just noticing 

people around us, but this is the starting point. Are we paying attention to what’s going in the 

lives of people in our church, in our neighbourhoods, and world? I know for myself, it’s easy to 

become consumed with the ins and outs of my life, my kids, and the things that are on my 

agenda. This passage reminds us to look upward and outwards. Are we reading reputable news 



sources to see what’s happening globally? Are we listening to people’s responses when we ask 

them how they are?  

 

Dr. David Fitch, in his 2013 book, Prodigal Christianity, writes, “God is at work in all the places 

we already inhabit. He is bigger than the arena of our own immediate church programs and 

ideas about evangelism. He is a prodigal God recklessly working in people and situations of all 

types. If we truly believe God is at work in the world, we must take the time to pay attention, 

listen, and discern what God is doing in the lives of those around us.”  

We also need to draw near to our neighbours. One thing that I’ve learned about Canadian 

Culture in the now 15 years that I have lived here is that Canadians have very good boundaries. 

We’re polite without fail, making sure we’re not asking too many personal questions or intruding 

in other people’s life. If we fear that we have tread too far, we’re quick to offer, “Sorry!”  

 

I don’t think any of these qualities are bad in and of themselves, I always feel a bit of Canadian 

pride when Junia bumps into someone accidentally, “Oh, sorry!”, but we can’t allow our cultural 

notions of politeness prevent us from drawing near to people. From asking real questions about 

the lives of others and then holding space for honest answers. Being bold to cultivate 

relationships with our neighbours, whether or not we have much in common. This is hard 

though; things can get complicated, messy, lives interwoven in ways that aren’t always 

comfortable. Yet, Jesus came into our messy, complicated existence and we’re called to do the 

same. 

 

On Monday of this week, I was in the office, and 5:00 came. I was finishing the first section of 

my sermon and then remembered a last minute e-mail I needed to send. I was hungry, on the 

verge of hangry, and eager to get home and start supper before the kids became too wrangy. 

As I headed out the door, I noticed the couple who lives across the street sitting out on their 

deck. I’ve met them a few times. My initial instinct was to wave hello and dash home, but then I 

felt, “No, I should go say hello.” I walked over and we had a really good conversation-about their 

recent tonsillectomy and how miserable she was feeling, about church life and the goings-on in 

Langham. It gave me a chance to let them know I would pray for her recovery and they invited 

my family to pop in sometime soon for a visit. As I said goodbye, I thought of how glad I was 

that I stopped over, despite my rush.  

 



Finally, we need to have compassion. Pastor Lose, again, “The final and meaningful gesture is 

that the Samaritan actually does something about it. Compassion, in this sense, is sympathy put 

into action.” Like the Samaritan, once our eyes are open to the people around us, and we draw 

close to what is happening with our neighbours, the call then is to action. We need to live out 

our faith in word and in deed. “Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, 

and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give 

that person any food or clothing. What good does that do?” 

 

How can we serve one another practically, with action?  I know I’ve told this story before but, 

about 8 years ago, when we lived in Manitoba, Taylor was out of work and had been for some 

time. He was looking for work, but the market wasn’t great. We were making ends meet, though 

just barely. After several months of this, we mentioned his search for work in prayer time at our 

church, and people prayed beautifully and earnestly for us that morning. But it was what 

happened after the service ended that really felt like love put into action. An elder from our 

church came up to us and she asked, “How are you doing? Do you have enough money to 

cover everything you need?” We replied that we did, unless something unforeseeable 

happened. She said, “Well, if it does, you be certain to let us know. And we’ll take care of it.” 

The church had compassion for us and was our soft place to land. We never needed to take her 

up on that offer, but knowing it was there was such a gift. 

 

So, Friends, let’s remember the call of Jesus on our lives and the parable that he spoke over 

2,000 years ago to that young lawyer. “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor 

to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked.  The man replied, “The one who 

showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” 

 

Amen. Let’s Pray. 

 

 

 


