
 
 

Witness Focus 
Meserete Kristos College Women’s dorm celebrated!  
The women’s dormitory was officially inaugurated on May 12 in the 

presence of graduates, church leaders, instructors and staff. Since the 

students were not present at that time, and to include freshmen students, 

all were welcomed with a program on Nov. 7. Female instructor 

Ayalnesh Erqu preached fervently on the topic of “Being Quick to Hear 

Rather Than Being Talkative.” Six female students, each representing 

their programs, shared briefly, glorifying God and thanking the church, 

both foreigners and Ethiopians, the college staff, instructors and all the 

college community who worked so hard towards the construction and the 

accomplishment of this dormitory for women. (Adapted from the 

Meserete Kristos College December 2018 newsletter.) 

BBI (Benin Bible Institute) 
“St. Jacobs Mennonite Church, along with Wanner and Poole Mennonite 

congregations, welcomed our MC Canada Witness partners from Benin 

Bible Institute, West Africa, for a two-week visit this past October. This 

has been a relationship spanning over 20 years, in which we have 

developed a rich pattern of visiting each other, sharing prayer requests 

and updates on our respective ministries and learning from each other’s 

cultural and religious perspectives. We alternate visits on a yearly basis 

and this October welcomed BBI administrator Bonaventure Akowanou, 

his wife Clarisse, an educator, and BBI board chair Germain Dossou. 

Their visit provided opportunity for participation in our worship services, 

shared meals and rich conversations in congregants’ homes, visiting 

Mennonite organizations and hearing about the ongoing work and 

ministry of BBI.” (Sue Shantz, St. Jacobs Mennonite Church) 
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WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Lord is our righteousness 
First Sunday of Advent – Watching and waiting 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Focus Statement 

Lighting the Candle of HOPE   

Call to Worship   

L:  Now is the time of waiting and watching.  We wait 

expectantly for the Messiah, for God’s promises to be 

fulfilled. 

P: We turn to you, O God, in the midst of this chaotic 

world, longing for that day of salvation to arrive.  How 

long must we wait? 

L: Pay attention, be still and know that God is with us.  The 

signs are all around us. 

P: Fill us with the faith and the hope of what is to be as we 

come before you with open hearts. 

All: Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

Opening Prayer  

Song   O Come, O Come, Immanuel HWB #172 

 Longing for Light STJ #54 

Sharing and Prayer 

Offering How can we be silent vs. 1, 3, 4. STJ #61 

Storytelling Sheila Wiens Neufeld 

Scripture                    Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10 

Song        Teach me, O Lord         HWB #487 

Sermon “Waiting with Hope”  Ric 

Song          I am weak and I need thy strength HWB #553 

Benediction    
 

 

 
 

 

       BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 

 
 

Dec 4   Bob & Nora Halliday 
  

Worship Leader– Ed Bueckert   Song Leader – Valerie Wiebe 

Pianist – Sheila Wiens Neufeld 

Ushers – Lorne Quiring & Elaine Ewert     

 



 

Prayer Requests 
Pray for the Benin Bible Institute (BBI) as it will experience significant transitions in the 

next few years as several professors and the current administrator plan to 
retire. Pray that capable professors and the right person to fulfill the role of 
administrator will be found to continue the vibrant and impactful ministry in 
Benin. 

 

Pray for CMU students as they write exams to complete their Fall Semester courses. 
 

Today 
 

 Worship Service at the Langham Care Home at 2:00 pm. 

 Station Singers and the Saskatoon Brass Band present "A Brassy 

Christmas" at Christ Church Anglican (515 – 28
th
 St. W) at 2:30 pm 

 

This Week 
 

Ric Driediger will be in the office Tuesday & Thursday this week. 
 

Mon  Homemakers – sandwiches reminder #2 

Wed 7:30 pm SONRISA Women’s Choir and A Buncha Guys 

at Nutana Park Mennonite. Cost is $10. 
 

Next Sunday 
 

 Worship Leader – Carrol Epp; Song-leader – Sandra Sinnaeve; 

Pianist – Marg Balzer; Storytelling – Rachel Neufeld; Ushers – 

Rachel & Derek Neufeld 

 Communion during the service – Please see note below! 

 Ecumenical Advent Book Study – Joy!  at Langham Mennonite, 

2-3:30 pm.  Please bring snacks. 

 A Very Shekinah Christmas, 2:00-5:30 pm - an afternoon of 

musical entertainment in the Timber Lodge. Tickets are $10 – 

available online (shekinahretreatcentre.org) or at the door. See Poster 

on bulletin board for detailed afternoon agenda. 
 

Please take note! 

Next Sunday, Dec. 9 we are planning Communion during our 

Worship Service.  Communion is a time for the followers of Jesus 

Christ to remember together the sacrifice and gift of His life that Jesus 

has made for his body of believers.  We acknowledge that the followers 

of Jesus are at different places in their spiritual journey and recognize 

that our personal ideas of who should be able to take communion also 

differs.  The Worship committee in consultation with Church Council are 

organizing a workshop to discuss these important issues of baptism and 

communion with Irma Fast Dueck from CMU for the beginning of 

March, 2019.   In the meantime, we wish to celebrate communion 

together in two different ways to honor a few of the different views 

surrounding this important ritual.  Our service on Dec. 9 will be a 

communion for baptized believers only.  We invite parents to have a 

conversation with their children about communion before the service and 

the many forms it can take.  In the new year, we will be celebrating 

communion  in an open-to-all format using materials on Deepening Our 

Walk With Christ from MC Sask.  If you have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to speak to a Worship Committee member. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 December 14 – Everyone in invited to the Annual Christmas 

Banquet hosted by Homemakers Fellowship.  Cost is $25 per person 

– cash or cheque made out to Langham Mennonite Fellowship.  

Please confirm with Doreen Nickel (or Wally) by December 2
nd

.  The 

Service Project this year is Sanctum 1.5 - an HIV Pre/PostNatal 

Home in Saskatoon.  We are collecting items for 0-6 month old 

babies.  See poster and list on bulletin board. 

 December 16 - Ecumenical Advent Book Study – Love!  at 

First Saskatchewan Lutheran, 2-3:30 pm  

 December 19, 7:30 pm – RJC Christmas Concert with guest 

performer SONRISA at Knox United Saskatoon. See poster on 

bulletin board. 

 December 21, 7:00 pm - RJC Christmas Concert at RJC. 

 December 22, 6:00 pm – Ecumenical Carolling around Langham 

with horses and hay wagon.  Begin and end at Knox United.  

Followed by Hot Chocolate/mulled cider and goodies.  Bring a few 

goodies to share. 

 December 24, 7:00 pm – Christmas Eve Program and Fellowship. 

 February 1-3, 2019 – Sr. High Retreat @ Shekinah 

 February 26, 2019 – LMF Annual Meeting. Reports due to Char by 

December 31
st
. 

 

Notes 
 

 MCC Connects:  MCC is now accepting applications for the Ottawa 

Student Seminar. Students in post-secondary interested in the theme 

of “People on the Move: Human Rights and Global Migration” can 

view information online at https://mcccanada.ca/stories/ottawa-office-

student-seminar-february-14-16-2019 or contact Erica Baerwald at 

the MCCS office (306) 665-2555 before December 19
th
. 

 Take note of a letter from Beacon of Hope (Ukraine Ministry) on the 

Community bulletin board.  Also the MC Sask December UPDATE 

is posted. 

https://mcccanada.ca/stories/ottawa-office-student-seminar-february-14-16-2019
https://mcccanada.ca/stories/ottawa-office-student-seminar-february-14-16-2019

